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address them. Professor Coffman received a master’s degree in public policy and a doctorate in health 
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The Philip R. Lee Institute for Health Policy Studies (IHPS) works to solve challenging and complex 

health policy problems through leadership in research, training, technical assistance, and public service. 

The IHPS is made up of an interdisciplinary group of researchers who work to advocate for evidence-

based approaches to improve healthcare in the United States. It is a significant entity in health policy 

research and education. 

The institute was named after Philip R. Lee, MD, a pioneer in health policy, and who started the Health 

Policy Program in 1972. In 1981, the UC Board of Regents approved for the Institute to become an 

organized research unit housed within the UC San Francisco School of Medicine.  

In addition to addressing healthcare challenges, the IHPS aims to inform and educate the private sector, 

government, and other universities about three main areas: Healthcare Systems, Population Health and 

Determinants, and Clinical Practice. 

 

Healthcare systems refer to the standard of treatment provided, from individual clinics to hospitals. This 

field's faculty work to turn research into policy. They also concentrate especially on primary care and 

nursing professionals. 

 

Population Health and Determinants faculty work to address the disparities, and bridge the gap, in 



 

Healthcare systems refer to the standard of treatment provided, from individual clinics to hospitals. This 

field's faculty work to turn research into policy. They also concentrate especially on primary care and 

nursing professionals. 

Population Health and Determinants faculty work to address the disparities, and bridge the gap, in 

healthcare for low-income populations, and advocate for policies related to health access, 

environmental health, patient vulnerability, and substance use control. 

Clinical Practice faculty work to address policies in R&D, pharmaceuticals, digital therapeutics, 

personalized medicine, and research.  

The IHPS works to conduct research, as well as engage in policy advocacy at the state and national level 

and works to create more comprehensive health policy solutions. 

The IHPS uses a multifaceted approach to shape health policy, from clinical practice to broader social 

determinants, and employs an interdisplinary approach to address a wide variety of issues in the 

healthcare field. 

 


